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DAG HAMMAPSKJOLD INVITED TO VIENNA. Following an 
iunnouncement by Austrian Foreign Minister Leopold Figl 
hat Dag Hammarskjold, Secretary General of the United 
Nations, would attend a UN conference in Geneva this June, 
the Austrian Federal Government decided to invite Mr. 
Hammerskjold to pay a visit to Austria during his trip. 


ZENVOY YWALOHEIM PRESENTS CREDENTIALS. Dr. Kurt 
Waldheim, the new Austrian envoy to Canada, recently nre- 
sented his credentials to Patrick Kerwin, the Deputy Go- 
vernor General of Canada. Dr. Waldheim has been accredited 
is Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
Republic of Austria in Ottawa. 


TH: MAY ELECTIONS. The national elections to be held 
in May 1956, the fourth to be held since the rebirth of the 
\ustrian Republic, differ in one important respect from the 
preceding ones: for the first time a truly free Austrian people 
who have shaken off foreign guardianship and taken their 
fate into their own hands, are selecting their Parliamentary 
representatives, the trustees of their will, their wishes and 
hopes. The decisions of the legislative body which will be 
constituted by these elections will no longer be subject to 
the criticism or, indeed, the objections of foreign authorities 
and no foreign right of protest will be able to prevent the 
sovereign republic from adopting laws in accordance with 
its own judgment. However, it must be realized by all that 
freedom of decision also means increased responsibility: 
the Austrians will henceforth have to assume the blame them- 
selves for any departure from the correct path. On election 
day, every single voter bears a share of this great, but at 
the same time, honorable responsibility. He fulfills this re- 
sponsibility by casting his vote, in accordance with his best 
knowledge and conscience, in favor of the candidate in 
in whose hands he believes the welfare of the people and the 
country can best be placed. 

This freedom of the vote, this right of every individual 
to decide in favor of one of a variety of political courses, is 
part of our conception of democracy. The firm foundation of 
the country’s external freedom is the freedom of its inhabit- 
ants, the freedom of opinion. Freedom of opinion is a pre- 
cious possession—one which in our day is by no means a 
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FIRST ANNUAL INSTALMENT TO SOVIETS EFFECTED 
ENTIRELY IN GOODS. As already known, under the terms 
of the State Treaty Austria is obligated to effect payment 
for the so-called USIA enterprises — which were confiscated 
by the Soviets after the liberation — in the form of shipments 
totalling 150 million dollars’ worth of goods to the Soviet 
Union over a period of 6 years, i.e. of 25 million dollars’ 
worth annually. To date, the Austrian Commission for settle- 
ment Shipmentd to the Soviet Union has approved a total of 
25,084,558 dollars’ worth of orders for deliveries of goods in 
fulfilment of the above-mentioned obligation. This means it 
is now certain that Austria will be able to pay the first 25- 
million-dollar instalment entirely in terms of goods and will 
not have to resort to the alternative of making payment in 
cash dollars. Negotiations are already being held in corn- 
nection with the second delivery year. 


The State Treaty also provided that Austria was to sup- 
ply the Soviet Union with 10 million tons of petroleum over 
a period of 10 years—i.e. 1 million tons annually—as payment 
for the transfer of the Soviet-occupied oil installations to 
Austria. As of March 20, 1956, a total of 445,000 tons of 
petroleum had been delivered to the Soviet Union. 


PROCEDURES FOR RECLAIMING CONFISCATED VALU- 
ABLES. The Ministry for Finance calls attention to the fact 
that, pursuant to the Treaty between the Federal Republic 
of Germany, on the one hand, and the United States, Great 
Britain and France, on the other, the restitution of jewels, 
silverware, antique furniture of replaceable value and articles 
of cultural interest can be claimed provided the objects in 
question were removed from Austria between March 13, 1938, 
and May 8, 1945, by German troops, by the authorities of 
nations allied with Germany or by individual members of 
these troop units or official bodies. 


Applications for restitution of jewelry, silverware and 
antique furniture can be made only if such claims have al- 
ready been presented to an agency of the former American, 
British or French occupation powers in Germany. The per- 
sons concerned can make their claims known to Section 16 
of the Ministry for Finance up to April 30, submitting all of 
the required supporting data in triplicate, i.e. proof of citi- 
zenship, ownership, confiscation and value of the objects 
in question, and if possible, information concerning the 


“whereabouts of such articles. 
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EMPLOYMENT FIGURES 60,000 HIGHER THAN IN MARCH 
1955. The seasonal unemployment which occurs every winter 
was this year substantially reduced by the figures for March. 
During that month, the total number of wage earners was in- 
creased by about 25,000 —— mainly newly hired workers in 
the building industry —— to reach a total of 2,027,000. In- 
cluding this increase, the number of employed at the end of 
March 1956 was 60,000 higher than for the comparable period 
in 1955. 

CONTINUED EXPANSION OF INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY. In 
a recently published survey on business conditions in the 
processing industries, the Austrian Institute for Economic 
Research writes that the rate of expansion of industrial 
production in the fall of 1955 was surprisingly high. As early 
as October, the Institute’s production index had already ex- 
ceeded the top limit, which was not expected until the end 
of the year. The increase in production during 1955 was due 
primarily to expansion of capacity and less to utilization of 
available reserves of capacity. During 1955, 52% of Austria’s 
plants increased their capacity: 80% of them by means of 
investment in facilities and 20% by longer shifts or other 
organizational measures. Not only did more firms spend more 
for improvements than had been planned at the end of 1954, 
but the investments made were more extensive than original- 
ly intended. The increase in capacity of industry as a whole 
was nearly 12%, instead of the expected 6%. The tight si- 
tuation in business is reflected in the development with re- 
spect to delivery dates. Since November 1954, the average 
delivery time has become longer, and in the foundry, ma- 
chinery and irom-metal goods industries have increased by as 
much as 96%, 36% and 42%, respectively. 


PRESIDENT KOERNER HONORS GERMAN OFFICER WHO 
SAVED ST. STEPHEN'S TOWER. Eleven years after the end 
of the war, a gratifying epilogue to the battle of Vienna was 
held recently. Minister of Education Drimmel expressed the 
thanks of Austrian President Theodor Koerner to Gerhard 
Emil Klinkicht, a former captain in the German army, for 
having saved the landmark of Vienna, St. Stephen’s Cathe- 
dral. Klinkicht, who comes from Hanover in Germany, was 
the commander of a German anti-aircraft unit stationed in 
Vienna toward the end of the war. On April 9, 1945, the 
sector command of the German SS ordered him to fire anti- 
aircraft shells against St. Stephen’s tower because a white 
flag had been hoisted on it. If Klinkicht had obeyed the order 
at the time, Vienna would have lost her century-old landmark. 
Correctly realizing that this act of insanity should not have 
been carried out, he refused to obey and thereby saved the 
famous structure. 

After the end of the war, Kinkicht remained in Austria, 
later making successful application for Austrian citizenship. 
At the presenttime he is employed in an industrial plant near 
Vienna. 

In a ceremony held in the Ministry of Education, Dr. 
Drimmel presented the former captain with a document in 


which President Koerner thanked him for saving St. Stephen’s 


Tower. Minister Drimmel also had words of congratulation. 
Archbishop Jachym delivered a short address in which he re- 


called that the late Cardinal Innitzer had also expressed 
words of gratitude to Captain Klinkicht. 

GIANT ORGAN FOR ST. STEPHEN'S. St. Stephen Cathedral 
in Vienna, destroyed at the end of the war and now rebuilt, 
is soon to acquire a new organ as a replacement for the 
earlier one which was burned out. The new instrument wi|! 
have 126 stops and more than 30,000 pipes, grouped in a 
main section, a middle section and two side sections. The 
total cost of the organ, estimated at 100,000 dollars, wij) 
be paid for entirely by donations. 

“STALINRING’'' TO BECOME “KAISER FRANZ RING" 
AGAIN. The Building Commission of the city of Baden, nea 
Vienna, recently resolved to restore the name of ‘‘Kaiser 
Franz Ring”’ to the thoroughfare which was called the ‘‘Sta- 
linring’’ after the war. Baden, which during the period of the 
occupation of Austria served as the military headquarters 
of the Soviet occupation force, is now the home of the Artil- 
lery School of the Austrian Federal Army. The restoration o! 
the old street signs was carried out quite rapidly, since the 
Signs bearing the name ‘‘Kaiser Franz Ring’’ had been care 
fully preserved since 1945. 


The May Ecections (Continued from page 1) 

self-evident possession—and it is a moral asset of whose 
value Austrian citizens have an especially high appreciation 
since for many dark years all that was expected of us was 
compulsory ‘‘yessing.’’ This form of freedom, too, has been 
reconquered by people, who are now exercising the genuine 
right of the vote for which their fathers fought and which they 
must be willing to defend against every attempt in the di- 
rection of a new totalitarianism. 

On May 13, the men and women who cast votes in Austria 
will be making a decision primarily in accordance with their 
concept ofthe future nature of their country’s political leader 
ship. In making their choice, they must and should rely on 
their experience during the past decade to determine what 
factors were responsible for the undeniable progress of the 
country from extreme poverty to relative prosperity, progress 
which can be felt by every individual. 

It would be hard to deny that progress along this road, 
which at the outset was so rocky and difficult, was made 
possible above all by the peaceful cooperation of a!! ele 
ments interested in reconstruction, by mutual respect for 
the convinctions of others and the resultant willingness to 
agree to reasonable compromises. 

It must never be forgotten that one day, for the benefit 
of all concerned, the resultant lines will still have to be 
drawn between the temporarily divergent political forces: in 
a country like Austria, which has itself experienced the 
horrors of violence, the attempt must never again be made ‘0 
rule with one half of the nation against the other. If there 
are people who reject the idea of an election campalf 
which appeals to the reason and not the passions of the 
voters—which is the only kind in keeping with a true deme 
cracy—and who would prefer to replace it with a permanent 
struggle destructive of democracy, such people do not de 
serve to be trusted, because they are endeavoring to fish 1 
troubled waters. Experience shows that the people thetr 
selves are in favor of peaceful work and not political strife. 
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76% OF POPULATION FAVOR ‘MADE IN AUSTRIA" PRO- 
DUCTS. A survey conducted by the Austrian Gallup Institute 
shows that 84% of the people in the Eastern provinces and 
Vienna —— as against only 67% in the westernmost pro- 
vinces of Vorarlberg and Tyrol ——prefer products of Austrian 
manufacture to imported merchandise. For the country as a 
an average of 76% were in favor of goods made in 
Austria, while 4% expressed a clear-cut preference for im- 
ported goods. Twenty percent of the population had no pre- 
ference. Of those favoring Austrian products, 42% indicated 
that they were motivated by considerations of job creation 
for Austrian workers, 33% by considerations of price and 
quality and 25% by patriotic arguments. 


STEADY INCREASE IN FUEL CONSUMPTION. The favor- 
able economic developments in Austria have resulted in a 
steady increase in the over-all consumption of fuels during 
recent years. In 1955, a total of 12,044,000 tons of coal and 
coke were used, as against 11,418,000 tons in 1954. Last 
year’s figure was 18-1/2 percent higher than that of 1950. 
In spite of this quantitative increase in the supply of coal 
and coke, consumption of fuel oil rose at a substantially 
more rapid rate. In 1954, 936,000 tons of heating oil were 
used, as against 746,000 tons in 1954 and 555,000 tons in 
1953. The ratio between coal and fuel oil, which in 1950— 
according to data of the Coal Holding Company—was still 
100:4 has risen during the past six years to 100:13, in favor 
»f fuel oil. Thus, Austria is following the general develop- 
ment in which, given the shortage of adequate coal produc- 
tion, increased energy requirements have to be met by draw- 
ing on other sources of energy. 

Of the approximately 12 million tons of coal sold during 
1955, 61.2% was brown coal, 35.7% bituminous coal and 3.1% 
coke. Domestic coal mines supplied approximately 6.7 mil- 
lion tons, or 56%. Of the 5.3 million tons imported, 4,127,600 
were bituminous coal, 803,300 brown coal and 369,700 coke. 

The most striking development in connection with coal 
imports—which rose by approximately 7% as compared with 
1954—was the shift involving the purchase of some 800,000 
tons of bituminous coal from the United States instead of 
from the Ruhr as previously. There has also been a sub 
stantial increase in bituminous coal deliveries from the Saar 
and Lorraine and in the import of brown coal briquets from 
Eastern Germany. After an interruption of several years, 
Hungarian bituminous coal has again been shipped to Austria, 
for use in thermal power plants. Along with the decrease in 
bituminous coal imports from the Ruhr area, mentioned 
above, there were also marked decreases in imports of brown 
coal briquets from the German Federal Republic and of 
brown coal from Yugoslavia. 


AUSTRIAN BLAST STEEL PROCESS MAKES RAPID AD- 
VANCES. At the present time blast steel is being produced 
in the United States, Canada and France on the basis of the 
extremely successful blast-steel process developed in Au- 
Stria during recent years. Another plant of the Austrian type 
iS now under construction in Western Germany, at the ‘‘Bo- 
chum Verein.’’ However, an agreement was recently con- 
cluded in Vienna between the Austrian Alpine-Montangesell- 


wnole, 


schaft and the Nippon Steel Tube Co. in Tokyo. Under the 
terms of the agreement the Japanese company, to start with, 
will erect a blast steel plant, for which the Alpine-Montan 
will supply plans and information as well as the necessary 
specialists. In addition to this first blast steel plant in 
Tokyo, the Austrian Alpine-Montangesellschaft will also 
collaborate in the construction of a second such plant at 
Yawata in Japan. It has also authorized the Nippon Steel 
Tube Company to grant sub-licenses in Japan for the pro- 
duction of blast steel according to the Austrian technique. 
FIRST PLANS FOR ‘‘ASA"’ DELIVERED. According to an 
announcement by ‘‘Austrian Airways’’ (ASA), the first pas- 
senger plane of the new Austrian airline, a ‘‘Metropolitan 
44'’ from Convair in San Diego, recently arrived in Europe. 
The ASA is planning to initiate flights from Vienna to various 
parts of Europe this summer, using these 52-seat Convair 
planes. 
CESSNA AIR TAXI SERVICE IN AUSTRIA. The Austrian 
Office recently initiated an air taxi service in Austria with 
passenger planes of the US Cessna type. The price for the 
rental of a private plane will come to less than $40 per hour 
of flying. Sightseeing flights over Vienna have also been re- 
sumed, at a cost of less than $4.00 per passenger. 
SECOND MOTEL TO BE OPENED IN AUSTRIA. Following 
the opening last year of Austria’s first Motel, in the western- 
most province of Vorarlberg, work is now being completed 
on a second unit of this type. The new motel is located in 
the southern part of the country, in the vicinity of Lienz, 
between the Iselsberg and Drautal highways. The layout 
will consist of 50 separate bungalows with garages and will 
have its own tennis court and swimming pool. 
1956 AUSTRIAN HIMALAYA EXPEDITION DEPARTS. The 
1956 Austrian expedition to the Himalaya and Karakoram 
ranges recently departed from Vienna. The goal of the ex- 
pedition, which is made up of g members, is to scale the 
26,470 ft. ‘‘Gasherbrum II’’ peak. 
STEADY INCREASE IN MOVEMENT OF FOREIGN GOODS 
THROUGH AUSTRIA. According to a report of the Chamber 
of Commerce, the movement of goods—including merchandise 
in transit—into Austria by rail, ship and motor vehicle during 
the first 9 months of 1955 was approximately 2.3 million 
tons higher than during the same period of 1954, reaching a 
total of more than 10.5 million tons. The highest percentage 
of this movement (82%) was by rail, 17% was carried by ships 
and 1% by highway transportation. Movement of goods out of 
the country during the same period was 711,000 tons higher 
than in the first 9 months of 1954, totalling more than 7.2 
million tons, the railroads accounting for 80%, waterways 
for 14% and the highways for 6%. Steadily increasing use is 
being made of highway transportation, although at the pre- 
sent time the volume carried by this medium is still relative- 
ly small compared with that of rail and river facilities. The 
greatest activity, as regards movement of goods both in and 
out of the country, is alongthe Austrian-West German border, 
with the Italian border next in volume. During the first three 
quarters of 1955, 41% of the inbound movement was from 
Germany and 16% from Italy, while 43% of the outbound 
shipments went to Germany and 24% to Italy. 
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HEALTHY OWNERSHIP STRUCTURE IN AGRICULTURE. 
A land reform of the type involving a redistribution of pro- 
perty is neither necessary nor suitable in Austria, according 
to a comprehensive study on ‘‘Land Reform in Austria’’ 
carried out recently by the ‘‘Sozialwissenschaftliche Arbeits- 
gemeinschaft’’ (Social Sciences Association). The survey 
is based on a series of investigations carried on the subject 
of distribution of farm property, land requirements and avail- 
ability of land in Austria. The report states that land reform 
in Austria is not a question of distribution of farm land 
since, generally speaking, this distribution can already be 
considered to be a favorable one. 

The great majority of land used for agricultural purposes 
in Austria is owned by the farmers. Twenty-four percent of 
the farms are small holdings of less than 5 acres. For the 
most part, they are operated on the side by persons engaged 
in other occupations. Another 24% are represented by the 
small with holdings of 5-12 acres. The largest 
group (37%) is that of the medium-sized farms, ranging from 
12 to 50 acres. Large farms, with 250 acres or more, are 
relatively few in number (6,278) and represent only 1% of all 
farm holdings. 

Every year, 7,500-12,350 acres of land in Austria be- 
come lost to agriculture through use for such purposes as 
housing developments, industrial installations, highways, 
airfields and athletic fields. The need for land to establish 
new farms is slight, since hardly any new settlers are to be 
found and the cost of setting up a new farming installation 
is too high. Moreover, there has been no halt in the move- 
ment of population away from the farm. Since 1935, an aver- 
age of 35 persons have been quitting agriculture every day. 
RISING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. According to 
estimates of the Institute for Economic Research, the gross 
value of foodstuffs production in Austria for 1955 was 9.4% 
higher than in 1937. Taking the prewar year as a base equi- 
valent to 100, the volume of plant products in 1955 amounted 
to 109.2%, that of animal products 109.5%. The net volume 
of agricultural production, i.e. those foodstuffs originating 
exclusively with domestic farming, rose 9.7% last year, as 
compared with 1937. On the other hand, the number of farm 
workers has fallen 14.5% since 1937 and arable farm land 
has decreased by 6.3%. The fact that farm outpot has in 
creased despite these factors is due exclusively to a rise 
in productivity. Compared with 1937, labor productivity in 
1955 had risen to 128% and area productivity to 116.8%. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


farmers, 








ART PRIZES AWARDED. Acting epon a proposal of the Arts 
Committee, Minister of Education Drimmel has awarded the 
Arts Prizes of the Republic of Austria to Franz Theodor 
Csokor, the author, to Oscar Kokoschka, the painter, and to 
Fritz Wotruba, the sculptor. As well known, this Arts Prize 
(previously known as the ‘‘Appreciation Prize’’) is a tribute 
to the work of a given artist produced to date. At the sug- 
gestion of the same group, the Minister awarded a prize of 
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equal distinction to Josef Matthias Hauer, whose twelve-tone 
system laid the foundation for a new type of musical compo- 
sition and thereby provided various musicians with an jp. 
spiration for unusual accomplishments in the field of compo. 
sition. 

PROF. HOFF HONORARY MEMBER OF AMERICAN ACA. 
DEMY OF NEUROLOGY. Professor Hans Hoff, M.D., Dj- 


rector of the Vienna University Clinic for Psychiatry onal 


Neurology recently received his certificate of appointment 
as honorary member of the American Academy of Neurology 
in Washington. At the present time, Professor Hoff is the 
only German-language member of the organization. 


MOZARTEUM ORCHESTRA CONCERT OPENS COLUMBIA 
MOZART FESTIVAL. Following its extremely successfy! 
concert tour through the United States for a period of more 
than six weeks, the Salzburg Mozarteum Orchestra wi|| re- 
turn to New York on April 22 and on April 24, under the 
baton of its conductor, Ernst Maerzendorfer, the ensemble 
will open Columbia University’s Mozart Festival with an 
all-Mozart program. Rudolf Klepac, bassoonist, will be the 
soloist in this concert, which is to be held in McMillin 
Theater at the University. 


““AUSTRIAN DRAWINGS AND PRINTS’’ RETURN TO VIEN. 
NA. The special collection of works from Vienna’s Albertina 
Gallery, which have been displayed in a number of US 
museums and art galleries under the title ‘‘Austrian Draw- 
ings and Prints’’ has now been brought back to Austria. This 
extremely successful exhibition of Austrian art works was 
organized and carried out by the Traveling Exhibition Ser- 
vice of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. The 
Austrian display was seen in the following cities, in addi- 
tion to the national capital: Minneapolis, Minn.; Louisville, 
Ky.; Los Angeles, Cal.; Colorado Springs, Colo.; Kansas 


City, Mo.; Seattle, Wash.; San Antonio, Tex.; and Chatta 
nooga, Tenn. 


VIENNA PHILHARMONIC IN JAPAN. The Vienna Philhar 
monic recently left Vienna for Japan, to make its first con- 
cert tour in that country. All 15 of its scheduled concerts 
will be conducted by Paul Hindemith. Five different pro 
grams have been arranged for the event, including one all- 
Mozart concert. Other composers whose works are to be per 
formed are Beethoven, Brahms, Schubert, Mendelssohn, Haydn, 
Cherubini, Bach, Wolf, Wagner, Stravinsky and Hindemith. 
Since the Japanese Empress is allowed to attend only chari- 
table programs, the Philharmonic will also give a concert for 
the benefit of charity during its stay in Tokyo. 


PROF. SCHROEDINGER RETURNS TO VIENNA UNIVERSI- 
TY. Professor Erwin Schroedinger, the well-known Austrian 
physicist and Nobel Prize winner, recently returned to Vier 
na to resume teaching at that city’s University. His firs! 
lecture was delivered during a special ceremony in the Audi- 
torium Maximum of the University. Prof. Schroedinger ¥® 
awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1933 and is the first 
Austrian winner of the prize to return to his native land ‘0 
carry on research and teaching activities. 
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KAPAJAN'S FUTURE ACTIVITY AT SALZBURG. The Di- 
rectors of the Salzburg Festivals have released the follow- 
ing information concerning the future activities of the con- 
juctor Herbert Karajan in connection with the Salzburg (his 
home town) Festivals: Programming and selection of artists 
will remain within the framework of the budget as drawn up 
nd Karajan will receive only the customary Salzburg fees 
for conductors and directors. He will receive no compensation 
for his activity as Artistic Director since, in his own words, 
e is engaging in this activity solely for the purpose of en- 
hancing the reputation of the Festivals. [t is planned that 

1957 on, Karajan will himself direct two operas and 
wo to three orchestral concerts and, from time to time, take 
charge of operatic productions. There are no plans whatever 
for eliminating other top-flight collaborators. On the contrary, 
an effort will be made to arrange for fruitful cooperation with 
such artists and to obtain the services of still others. Even 
in the case of performances which he does not himself 
‘onduct, Karajan will establish agreements with conductors 
ind stage directors. The artistic philosophy of the newly 
appointed Artistic Director provides that the compositions 
‘f Mozart should continue to be emphasized, both in the 
sphere of opera and of concert programs. 

On the subject of a second orchestra, which has now 
become an acute problem, the Directors stated that in recent 
years it has become necessary to schedule the orchestral 
concerts in the second half of the Festival season because 
the demands on the Vienna Philharmonic in the first part of 
season were too heavy. For this reason, it is planned to en- 
gage a second orchestra, of corresponding calibre, for the 
first weeks of the Festival. This orchestra would change 
every year. 

Plans are also under way for extending the scope of the 
Festival program. The tradition of the Salzburg Festivals 
will be continued, but it is Karajan’s view that contemporary 
works also deserve appropriate representation. Herr Karajan 
will make a number of visits to the Festivals during the 1956 
Season, i.e. before he takes over his new position, in order 
to hold on-the-spot discussions with the personalities in- 
volved. 

The 28 performances of 6 Mozart operas scheduled for 

the 1956 Festival season have already been sold out. All of 
the tickets for the ‘“‘Everyman’’ performances and the first 
two performances of Goethe’s ‘‘Egmont’’ have also been 
lisposed of. The first two orchestral concerts and all of the 
song recitals are likewise complete sell-outs. 
“SALZBURG PALACE CONCERTS."’ The program for this 
year’s “‘Salzburg Palace Concerts’’ provides for approximate- 
ly 110 performances in the Mirabell Palace and in the In- 
perial Auditorium of the Residence. About 100 of the con- 
certs will feature performances by 12 different native groups. 
Another seven concerts will be performed by six foreign 
ensembles, including the String Quartet of the Munich Phil- 
harmonic, a Hamburg trio, the Vienna Chamber Trio and a 
chamber music group from Rome. This year will also see the 
inauguration of smali-scale courtyard concerts of old-time 
Salzburg music at Hellbrunn Palace. 





“THEATER IN DER JOSEFSTADT'’ SCHEDULES SEVER- 
AL. PREMIERES. The next premiere at Vienna’s ‘‘Theater 
in der Josefstadt,’’ will be the comedy ‘‘Der Kinderpavil- 
lion,’’ directed by Werner Kraut and featuring sets by Otto 
Niedermoser. The lead will be taken by Adrienne Gessner, 
Helene Thimig, anton Edthofer and the young actress Paola 
Loew. Miss Loew, who will be making her debut, is the wife 
of the pianist Friedrich Gulda. 

In commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the drama- 
tist Anton Wildgans, his play ‘‘Armut’’ will be presented 
at the beginning of May in the production of the young di- 
rector Herman Kutscher. 

The new season willopen with a production of ‘‘Hamlet,”’ 
under the direction of Lothar Muethel and with Oscar Werner 
in the title role. Commemorating the 50th anniversary of the 
death of Henrik Ibsen, the company will present his drama 
‘“‘The Wild Duck.’’ The centennial of the birth of George 
Bernard Shaw will be honored with performances of his 
‘‘Pygmalion.’’ The same season will also see the world 
premieres of two plays by Austrian authors: ‘‘Die Versuchung 
des Tasso’’ by Friedrich Schreyvogel and ‘‘Der Herzensspe- 
zialist’’ by Hans Holt. 

Among the foreign novelties to be presented are Tennes- 
see William’s latest work, ‘‘Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,’’ Jean 
Anouilh’s comedy ‘‘Ornifele,’’ Melchior Lengyel’s family 
play ‘‘Das stille Haus,’’ Karolyn Green’s comedy ‘‘Janus’’ 
and J. P. Priestley’s new comedy ‘And this on Monday 
Morning.’’ Also under consideration are Luigi Pirandello’s 
**Six Characters in Search of an Author’’ and Noel Coward’s 
**Quadrille.’’ 


NEW EDUCATIONAL FILM ON AUSTRIA. The International 
Association for Educational Films, of which nearly all 
western European countries as well as the United States 
and Canada are members, has decided that each of the mem- 
ber countries isto arrange for the production of an education- 
al film dealing with its own economic and geographical 
conditions. These films will then be exchanged by the par- 
ticipating countries. After Canada, Austria is the second 
country to prepare a film of this kind. Entitled ‘‘This is 
Austria,’’ the first part of the film features some of the 
country’s scenery and the second part deals with its agri- 
culture, mineral resources and industry. The film is designed 
to serve as a source of raw material, from which any country 
can extract sections for use in its own school programs. 
It was produced by the Central Federal Department for 
Photography and Educational Films. 


PLANSEF METAL WORKS ANNOUNCE HALF-MILLION 
SCHILLING FOUNDATION. The establishment of a ‘‘Dr. 
Paul Schwarzkopf Foundation’’ was announced recently by 
the Plansee Metal Works in Reutte, Tyrol, on the occasion of 
the 70th birthday of Dr. Schwarzkopf and his 50th anniversary 
as a powder metallurgist. Endowed in the amount of 500,000 
schillings, the Foundation is intended to further the training 
of Austrian powder metallurgists in Austria and in the U.S. 
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THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN AUSTRIA’S ECONOMY 


According to the latest census, the Republic of Austria 
has a total population of 6,919,000. Of these, 3,688,700, 
or 53.8%, are women. Article 7 of the Austrian Federal 
Constitution provides as follows: ‘‘All citizens of the Federal 
Republic are equal before the Law. All privileges depend- 
ing upon birth, sex, status, class and religion are hereby 
declared null and void.’’ Thus, the equal rights of men and 
women are rooted in the Constitution itself. Women are en- 
titled to the active and passive right to vote for public le- 
gislative bodies on an equal basis with men. 


In the realm of civil rights, the legal equality of women 
has not been carried out in full. When she marries a foreign- 
er, the Austrian woman loses her Austrian citizenship if, 
under the laws of her husband’s country, she automatically 
acquires his citizenship. Conversely, a foreign woman auto- 
matically acquires Austrian citizenship through marriage 
with an Austrian citizen. When a foreigner becomes natural- 
ized, his wife automatically becomes an Austrian citizen. 
However, by the provisions of an amendment to the Law on 
Citizenship, an Austrian woman who marries a foreigner may 
be allowed to retain her Austrian citizenship if she presents 
valid reasons. 

There are a large number of non-political women’s as 
sociations which are united in a single, all-embracing or- 
ganization, ‘‘The League of Austrian Women’s Associa- 
tions.’’ In the past, this organization played a role of some 
importance as a champion of women’s right to vote. Some 
of the country’s women university graduates are members of 
the ‘‘Union of Austrian Women University Graduates,’’ which 
is a unit of the great international organization known as the 
‘‘Federation of University Women.’’ Not all of the political 
parties have special organizations for women. The People’s 
party has one, entitled ‘‘The Austrian Women’s Movement,’’ 
but the Socialist party does not, its female members being 
organized within the Socialist party itself. 


A total of 1,286,000 women, i.e. about one-third of the 
female population earn their livelihood, some of them as 
independent professionals (153,400), some as non-inde- 
pendent wage earners (691,700) and others as helpers in 
family businesses (440,900). An analysis of the total number 
of persons earning a livelihood (3,352,300) shows that 
working women account for more than one-third (38.4%). 


Among men, on the other hand, non-independent work 
occupies a more extensive place (71%); independent work is 
much more common among men (21%), whereas activity as a 
family helper is falling off (8%). 


In the matter of population distribution by age, it is 
noteworthy that men predominate in the age groups below 
18 but women outnumber men in all other age groups, parti- 
cularly in the category ranging from 30 to below 40 (127.9%, 
i.e. 127.9 women to every 100 men), in that from 60 to below 
65 (132.7%) and in the group over 65 (141.2%). The explana- 
tions of this phenomenon are the heavy lossesin male lives 
during the two wars and also the greater longevity in women. 
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The family status of Austrian women is of great import. 
ance with respect to work by women (unfortunately, p 
breakdown is available to show the family status of wome, 
who earn a livelihood). Of Austria’s 3,688,700 female jp. 
habitants, 42% are single, 42% married, 13% are widows and 
3% divorced. The high percentage of widowed women (13%. 
as against only 3% among the men), shows that the war has 
left an effect on family structure. The large percentage o 
single, widowed and divorced women dependent in whole or 
in part on their own earnings (58% of all women in the coup 


try) constitutes the sociological prerequisite for a great ex., 


tension in the scope of work by women. 


The proportion of women to the total number of person: 
engaged in professions varies greatly according to the 
various professional groups, as shown by the followin: 
table: 





Production of Raw Materials 37.0% 
Processing Trades and Industry 26.5% 
Construction Trades 5 5% 
Ferrous and Non-ferrous Metals Industry 16.5% 
Lumber & Wood Products Industry 9.0% 
Textile Industry 64.0% 
Clothing Manufacture 60.0% 
Food and Delicacies Industry 32.0% 
Handicrafts 34.0% 
Retail and Wholesale Business 40.0% 
Transportation 7.0% 
Civil Service 32.0% 
Domestic Service 99.5% 





The distribution of non-independent women, i.e. those in 
an employee status, in the various occupations is show 
more clearly by the following table, which lists al! of the 
professional groups in which large numbers of women 2 
active: 








No. of Percentage 
Women Ratio to all 
Employed Employed \ omen 
Agriculture, Gardening 132,742 21.6% 
Domestic Service and Related 
Occupations 131,336 21.4% 
Commercial, Office and 
Administrative Activities 126,835 20.6% 
Assistant Workers of all Types 52,332 8.5% 
Clothing Workers 34,028 5.5% 
Hotel and Restaurant Staff 30,275 4.9% 
Textile Workers 20 ,983 3.4% 
Transportation Workers 15,717 2.6% 
Hairdresses and other Beauty 
Establishments 8,869 1.4% 
Metal Workers and Allied 
Occupations 6,520 1.1% 
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If we tabulate the number of employed women on the 
basis of key economic groups, we obtain the following picture: 








No. of Percentage 
Women 
Employed 
Industry and Crafts 179,722 29.2% 
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, 

Gardening, Forestry&Hunting 136,498 22.2% 
Public and Private Services 115,992 18.9% 
Commerce and Communications 91,996 15.0% 
Domestic Service 17,974 12.7% 





In general, night work for women is prohibited by law. 
rhe only exceptions to this regulation are in the case of 
cccupations like that of nurse, governess in institutions 
ete. The employment of women in occupations injurious to 
health is also forbidden by law. Among the categories of 
vork which the law considers to be injurious in this sense 
re work in mines, work at hot kilnsin the ceramic industry, 
vork at blast furnaces etc. Women may not carry loads in 
excess of 33 pounds, nor may they work in the processing of 
or products containing lead. 
Thanks to the Welfare Law for Mothers, special protection 
's provided for wage-earning women with children. For in- 
stance, there are a number ofregulations limiting the employ- 
ment of expectant mothers. They may not be used in any 
types of work which, in the view of a physician, endangers 
the life and health of mother and child. Employment of wo- 
en on a contract or bonus basis or for production line work 
s unlawful if the average work output is such as to exceed 
the strength of expectant mothers. Women expecting children 
must be released from their jobs 6 weeks before confinement. 
New mothers may not be employed until 6 weeks after con- 
finement and for nursing mothers the period is 8 weeks. 
Women may not be discharged against their will on the ground 
f pregnancy. Moreover, during pregnancy and four months 
after confinement, dismissal for other reasons is likewise 
invalid. Compliance with the protective regulations is su- 
pervised by inspectors from the Labor Department, who are 
authorized to enforce compliance by means of penalties 
which may extend as far as plant shutdowns. 


EQUAL WAGES FOR EQUAL WORK 


benzene 


The principle prevails in Austria that equal wages shall 
be paid for equal work, regardless of whether such work is 
accomplished by men or women. Although Austrian legisla- 
tion does not contain any specific provisions with respect to 
the equal salary rights of men and women, in general actual 
practice the women do enjoy such rights to the full. The same 
working conditions and wages apply to all workers, without 
distinction as to sex. Only when the work output of women 
1S qualitatively and quantitatively inferior to that of men 
especially in point of difficulty) are they—or they may be— 
less well paid. 

Salaries for persons employed in public service are 
graded solely on the basis of the type of work and of se- 
niority and are exactly the same for men and women. 





Wage levels in industry are regulated by collective 
agreements, nearly all of which specifically state that equal 
wage rates shall apply for equal work, without distinction as 
to the sex of the worker. 

The principle that women should receive equal compen- 
sation with men for equal work applies not only to wages 
calculated on an hourly basis but also to those for contract 
work and piece work, and also to bonuses. Due to the dif- 
ferent nature of their work, the wages of men and women 
differ in the following types of occupations: mining of coal 
and iron ore, various branches of the metal processing and 
building industries, in printing and paper-processing plants, 
in some branches of the hotel and restaurant trades, in 
transportation and communications enterprises and in agri- 
cultural operations. 

Austria is one of the countries in which women have for 
a long time been active in vocational and professional life. 
Of course, the nature and scope of the occupations in which 
they engage have undergone a vast change in the course of 
recent decades. At the turn of the century, essentially the 
only vocation open to women was that of domestic service. 
In the Vienna of 1914, for example, there were 120,000 fe- 
male domestics. By 1919, this number had dropped to 60,000 
and by 1949 it was a little over 16,000. At the present time 
the number of women employed in household work is about 


12,000. 
FROM UNSKILLED OCCUPATIONS 


TO SKILLED VOCATIONS 

As in other countries, the trend in Austria has peen away 
from unskilled vocations—in which category domestic work 
falls—toward the skilled occupations. However, in spite of 
the legal equality which women enjoy vis-a-vis their male 
co-workers, their equality in fact has yet to become a reality 
in many vocational branches. In the metal industries, for 
instance, they are either used only for unskilled work or else 
are trained as semi-skilled workers, e.g. coil winders. A 
similar situation prevails in the construction trades where, 
however, a small number of women have qualified as masons 
and painter’s apprentices. These are mainly the daughters 
of operators of painting and masonry businesses—some of 
them on a small scale and some of moderately extensive 
proportions—who are learning their father’s trade with a 
view to taking over the business subsequently. 

Women have been established in the white-collar occu- 
pations for some time. Here they are employed predominantly 
in positions as stenographers and secretaries. However, a 
fairly large number of women are to be found in positions as 
department heads, managerial assistants and directors etc. 
in private business. 

In general, however, Austrian women can boast of sub- 
stantial accomplishments as independent workers inindustry, 
agriculture and in the various academic professions. Women 
hold the rank of full professor at universities and Mrs.Berta 
Karlik as head of the Institute for Radium Research, is a 
member of the Academv Senate of Vienna University. 


11.5% ARE WOMEN PHYSICIANS 


The number of practicing women physicians is about 
1,300, or 11.5% of the total number of physicians in the 
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country. The highest proportion of women physicians is in 
Vienna; their counterpart in the country still have a difficult 
situation to contend with and must work much harder to be- 
come established. The proportion of women in the province 
of Vorarlberg is 5% and in that of Burgenland 6%. Outside of 
Vienna, the greatest number of women physicians is in the 
province of Styria, where they make up 14% of the total. 
Women were not admitted to the study of law in Austria 
until! 1918. Up to 1945, the only sphere of activity for these 
women was as attorneys and as legal assistants in private 
law offices. It is only since 1945 that women jurists have 
been given positions in public service. The municipality of 
Vienna ranks first in this regard, up to 14% of the total 
number of jurists in positions of authority being women. 
One of these women has attained the rank of Senate Council- 
lor, the highest service classification for this type of work. 
Women are likewise employed in a judicial capacity and as 
judges as well as in the diplomatic and consular services 


A large number of women are also active in politics: 11 
of the 165 members of the Lower House of Parliament are 
women as are 3 of the 50 members of the Upper House. The 
Vienna Provincial Legislature has 14 female members (out 
of a total of 100). Four women hold the office of mayor, 7 of 
vice-mayor and some 400 are members of the various munici- 
pal councils. Approximately 100 women hold high positions 
in federal and provincial administrative bodies. Of 933 law- 
yers, 32 are women. 

The table at right shows the percentage of women par- 
ticipating in the over-all economic life of the country, either 
as employees or in an independent capacity. 


It is especially in the various artistic professions where 
large numbers of Austrian women excel and where they have 
outstanding achievements to their credit. Since the end of 
the war, and with it the end of Austria’s isolation from the 
rest of the world, the names of many Austrian actresses and 
singers have become famous throughout the world. Many 
Austrian women are alsc .active, and with great success, in 
the field of fine arts, especially painting and the graphic 
arts. 





Total: 
Men 
Agriculture and Forestry 1,086,032 518,607 
Mining 23 ,603 22,711 
Technicians 51,328 48,759 
Ceramics, Glassmaking 47,058 38,673 
Building Trades 230 ,818 226 ,460 
Iron and Metal Production 295,977 267,999 
Wood Processing 109 ,641 104,016 
Leather Production 14,649 11,402 
Textile Professions 77,108 22,944 
Clothing Manufacture 134,158 59,008 
Paper Manufacture 22,129 13,380 
Printing Trades 17,646 12,963 
Chemistry 22,136 13,793 
Foodstuffs Manufacture 78,741 62,918 
Hotel and Restaurant Trades 88,121 30,143 
Commercial and Office 
Occupations 367,473 187,262 
Transportation 168,666 154,761 
Finance 18,810 13,331 
Cleaning and Laundry 37,372 4,854 
Beauty Trades 22,369 11,107 
Welfare Professions 50,223 19,524 
Teaching and Entertainment 74,475 36,456 
Legal and Economic 
Consultants 10,159 8,687 
Public Service Proressions 91,060 76,693 
Domestic Professions 103,795 3,166 
Machinists, Heaters 19,335 19,136 
All Types of Helpers 82,941 58,557 
Unknown 1,292 553 
Total 3,347,115 2,047,863 
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8 385 
4,358 
27,978} 
2,625 
3,247 
24 , 164 
75.15% 
8,749/ 
4,68 
8 343 


1,472 
14 367 


199 
24,384 
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In conclusion, it may be stated that, in all professional 
areas which are open to women by virtues of their natural 
inclinations and which correspond to their character, Austrian 
women are playing a role which will bear comparison with 


that of their sisters all over the world. 
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